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“Don’t Leave it to the Pas-
tor!”    
                             By Pastor Cal 

   “Company’s coming!  Shall 
we set the table with the best 
china and silver or use our mix 
and match tableware?  Shall we 
cook a roast, bake new pota-
toes and make a green salad, 
or clean out the refrigerator and 
heat up the leftovers?” 
   “Well, it’s a special occasion 
so why don’t we prepare the 
very best and offer our guests 
the best hospitality as a way of 
honoring them?” 
  “Well, no, there is no use in 
wasting good food, let’s do left-
overs.  No big deal!  They’ll un-
derstand.” 
   Actually, this kind of dialogue 
was happening in the days of 
Malachi, the last prophet of the 
Old Testament, in the closing 
years of the fifth century BC.   
   God had called for the first 
and most perfect animal among 
the herd for holy sacrifice.  The 
priests had lost all respect for 
Yahweh’s name, and so in their 
greed, offered only diseased 
and imperfect animals at the 
altar. [Malachi 1]  They were 
serving up second best to God 
and keeping the best for them-
selves, and then wondered why 
God was not blessing them. 
   God had ordained the institu-
tion of marriage, yet there was 
total disregard for it.  They wept 
and wailed at the altar of God, 
wondering why God was not 
blessing them. [Malachi 2] 
   The priests and leaders had 
lost respect for the Name of 
God and for the laws of God.  
They had lost their fear of God. 
[Chapter 3]  And they wondered 
why God was not blessing 
them. 
   God is truly Jehovah Jireh, 
the God who provides.  God 
told the priests that they were 
robbing him, and they inquired,  
 

“In what way have we robbed 
you?”   God replied, “In tithes 
and offering.”  They were 
keeping the best for themselves 
and offering less than God had 
set as the standard.  And they 
still wondered why God was not 
blessing them.  [Malachi 3] 
   Ever wonder what it would 
take for God to open up the 
windows of heaven and pour 
out his endless blessings on 
us?  Obedience to the Word 
of God and honor for His 
Name!  When we offer God our 
very best – and not the left-
overs we can scrape together, 
God opens the floodgates of 
heaven and blessings flow.  
This is His promise.   
   We are entering into the Sea-
son of the Passion of Christ.  A 
time when we recognize and 
realize what God has given us 
through Jesus Christ.  Christ’s 
suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion.   
   Since God has forgiven us so 
very much for our offenses 
against Him, how can we with-
hold forgiveness from those 
who have offended us? 
   Since God has shown uncon-
ditional love for us, how can we 
offer only conditional love to 
others? 
   Since God has reached out to 
meet our needs without reser-
vation, how then can we dis-
honor His name by serving se-
lectively? 
   Since God gave his very best 
– Himself in Jesus Christ, so 
that we could experience eter-
nal life with him - how then can 
we not give of our very best in 
all things as an expression of 
our gratitude to God for the 
abundant life He has given us 
in the here and now? 
    
    

 
 

“The Very Best, or Left Overs ”    
                                        By Pastor Cal 

 



 

 
     On the first Sunday of 
March, as we celebrate Holy 
Communion we bring goods 
needed by the Kingston Food 
Bank.  This month they are ask-
ing for catsup, mustard, may-
onnaise, and salad dressings.  
Please bring your items and 
place them in the grocery cart 
in the narthex. Thanks for help-
ing the needy of our community.  

 
On the second Sunday of 
March we will turn our clocks 
ahead one hour.  So before you 
go to bed March 13 don’t forget 
to do so.  If you forget you will 
get here in time for the benedic-
tion!  (One of the signs that 
spring will soon be here) 

 
On Saturday, March 6 we will 
have another pizza, popcorn, 
and movie night.  There is al-
ways plenty of food, and the 
movie always has a great story. 
See you on the 6th at 6:00 PM. 

 
We will have many guests for 
Easter.  Come on March 20 at 
9:30 AM to clean inside and 
out.  We want things to look 
perfect for our visitors. 
 

 
   Redeemer United Methodist 
Church is pleased to announce 
that baritone Charles Johnson 
will bring his powerful renditions 
of sacred music to the church 
on Sunday, March 21, 2010.  
He will sing during the 10 a.m. 
service and have a full concert 
at 3 p.m., celebrating the 
Lenten Season and some of 
Christianity’s greatest works.  
These beloved works, both con-
temporary and classical, lean 
upon faith's heritage and light 
the human spirit.  The Sacred 
Concert offers beautiful and in-
spiring music bringing to life the 
majesty of Christ. 
    His interest in the many fac-
ets of music has taken Mr. 
Johnson from the operatic 
stage to night clubs, from con-
certs to sanctuaries and also 
into the music business.  He 
has been a choral director since 
his teenage years, serving 
churches in Chicago, Nashville, 
Colorado and California.  He 
currently serves as Executive 
Director of the Majesty Founda-
tion. 
   The public is invited to both 
presentations.  Admission is 
free, but a free will offering will 
be taken.   

 
Easter Cantata 

March 28 will be the day of the 
Palms.  We will also have the 
joy of hearing the Chancel 
Choir with a beautiful cantata 
entitled “The Old Rugged Cross 
Made the Difference.”  Invite 
your family and friends and fill 
the place to show our thanks to 
the choir for their hard work. 
 
 

 
If you are parents of preschool 
or elementary children we 
would like to give you the op-
portunity to fellowship with oth-
ers doing the same.  April 
McNamara at: 
redmondbelle@hotmail.com 
would like you to contact her 
about the group getting to-
gether.  Together you can help 
to arrange a time, place, and 
other details involved.  Please 
express yourself to her ASAP. 

Adopt a Flower Bed 
We maintain the flower beds 
around the church by having 
people adopt them.  If you can 
do this it will be greatly appreci-
ated.  You are free to plan, 
weed, and maintain them in a 
way that pleases you.  If you 
can’t adopt one, why not help 
someone else keep theirs up? 

 
   Some families of the church 
have been to Hawaii the past 
month.  The Thunders, the 
Banks, and the Cipras all report 
having had a wonderful time. 
   What a wonderful time on 
Valentine’s Day with the vow 
renewal and expressions of 
love and commitment.  Thanks 
for being a part of this great 
day!  Twenty eight couples re-
newed their vows. 
   The Tuesday morning Bible 
class is doing a Lenten Study.  
You are welcome to come as 
often as you can.  Don’t feel 
you can’t come because you 
won’t be there every week.  
Give God a little extra time this 
Lenten Season.  Draw close to 
Him and He will draw closer to 
you. 
 
 



 
Sermon Schedule 

Pastor announces Scripture readings and ser-
mon titles for March.  He has included a little 
teaser with each sermon title.  Please read and 
be prepared. 
March 7 : “Skill Building” 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.  
The World Skills Competition features practical 
skills.  Today’s text discusses a skill we all should 
have. 
March 14 : “Post Your Failure” Luke 15:1-3, 11b-
32.   Failblog.org posts pictures of failure for the 
whole world to see, but the story of the loving fa-
ther and his two flaky sons provides enough 
snapshots to make a failure photo album.7 
March 21 :  “The Power of Waste” John 12:1-8.  
Sometimes it is only through wasted resources 
that we can change the world.  We also have a 
guest soloist. 
March 28 :  “The Old Rugged Cross Made the 
Difference” an Easter Cantata performed by the 
Cancel Choir we will also have the waving of the 
palms as we begin passion week. 
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Sharing God’s love and forgiveness   

with North Kitsap 

 
 
 

Secret Sisters 
 
   The Sunshine Fellowship has been asked to 
inquire if the ladies of the church might care to 
participate in a new “Secret Sister" fun program. 
A sign up sheet will be provided in the narthex for 
those interested .About 15 women are needed. 
To start, names are submitted when filling out the 
information sheet asking for your birthday etc (no 
ladies you don’t have to tell the year.) These are 
placed in a box and names drawn. For one year 
cards are given to your S .S. for birthday, anni-
versary, and holidays. A small gift if you like not 
over 5-10 dollars for Christmas, or birthday. 
Home- made items are very nice. You pray for 
S.S. all year. At the end of the year a name re-
vealing lunch, potluck, or what ever is decided, 
will wind it up. Another drawing if enough people 
to carry the program on. This is for all women of 
the church, not just ladies attending Sunshine 
meetings. 
      If anyone would like to be coordinator of the 
program, please let Jacque Thornton know as 
she has all the forms and plans from the last S.S. 
program a few years ago.  

 
 


