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Dear Redeemer Family:

You’ve extended a very
warm welcome to Lucy and
me. We appreciate that
greatly and thank you for the
privilege of being of service.

You may wish to choose one
or both of these books for
summer reading. The first is
Strategic Leadership for a
Change (Herndon, VA:
2009) by Kenneth J. McFay-
den, a pastor and professor
of church leadership. You'll
find the gist of the book in
the subtitle: Facing our
Losses, Finding our Future.”
Briefly, his main point is that
all change entails loss.
Without facing and
processing those losses in
advance, even the greatest
of plans will fail.

As we implement Redee-
mer’s well-researched and
finely conceived long-term
plan, we will do well to follow
McFayden’s recommenda-
tions. (100 pages, $17.00 at
Amazon.com. Interlibrary
Loan at Kitsap Regional Li-
brary may be able to obtain
the book for your use.)

Consider also another much
bigger volume: The Wisdom
of the Body by Sherwin B.
Nuland (NY: Alfred A. Knopf,
1997.) You wonder what'’s
going on in your brain, your
cells, or your gut? Well, as
professor of surgery at Yale
University, Nuland has an
answer. At another level, he
also speculates a lot on the
meaning of the human spirit.
Personally, | think he could

benefit by a good course in
metaphysics. But he does
end by canceling out atheism
as an option by affirming that
anything is possible—
including God! And he ad-
mits that believers may come
away from his review of sub-
molecular human biology
with an even stronger faith.
Considering the aggressive
atheism that pervades our
culture at the moment, it's
nice to find a gentler outlook,
even though it happens to be
agnostic! (One volume
available through Kitsap Re-
gional Library. | rate this
book "PG" to alert parents to
physician-written descrip-
tions of sexual biology.)

I'll have a lot more to say in
response to Nuland’s book
on Sunday, Aug. 15, when |
deliver a message on “The
Strength behind the strength
of the Human Spirit.”

You won’t want to miss that
sermon.

— Pastor Darrell Reeck
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Welcome! On July 4, Redee-
mer UMC welcomed the Rev.
Darrell Reeck to the pulpit.

Here are a few details about
our new pastor that you might
not know. Pastor Reeck is a
Tacoma native. He earned his
undergraduate degree at Seat-
tle Pacific University, completed
theological studies at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary and received his doctorate
at Boston University in social
ethics and sociology of religion.

After college, Pastor Reeck re-
turned to Tacoma and served
22 years as a professor of reli-
gion at the University of Puget
Sound. Most recently, he was
interim pastor at Foothills UMC
in Bonney Lake-Buckley. He
also has served churches in
Ellensburg and Tacoma.

Pastor Reeck and his wife,

Lucy, have two children and

four grandchildren. Welcome
Pastor Reeck and Lucy!

The Sunshine Ladies' Annual
Rummage Sale on July 16 and
17 was a great success and
brought in more than $1,450!
This is similar to the amount the

rummage sale generated in
2009, only there were fewer
donations at this year's sale.
Sunshine Ladies use the
proceeds from each year's sale
to better the church and to help
community projects such as the
Food Bank. A big thank-you is
extended to all of those who
helped with the sale!

On the first Sunday of each
month, Redeemer UMC tries to
help the Kingston Food Bank
with much-needed food and
toiletry items. For August, the
food bank needs canned eva-
porated milk, canned corn and
boxes of Jello. Please bring
your items to church and place
them in the grocery cart in the
Narthex. Thank you for helping!

Active Attitudes, Redeemer's
40- to 65-year-old fellowship
group, will meet 6 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 14, for a barbecue
potluck at the home of David
and Tammy McMullen in Pouls-
bo. Group members are asked
to bring a side dish or dessert.

During the potluck, members
will discuss possible service

projects in partnership with
youth participation and the
community. For directions to the
McMullens' home and/or to
RSVP, contact tam-
write@embargmail.com. New
group members are always
welcome! For information
about Active Attitudes, see
Ellen Peterson.
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Bremerton UMC on Aug. 14 is
sponsoring a Women's Re-
treat at the home of Sharon
Masters in Seabeck. The focus
will be the life of Wangari Maa-
thai as found in her biography
Unbowed.

Wangari is the first African
woman and the first Environ-
mentalist to win the Nobel
Peace Prize. Her life and her
founding of the Green Belt
Movement is an inspiration to
all women. In spite of being
jailed and harassed, she went
on to be elected to Kenya's
Parliament in 2003.

Lessons that can be learned
from her experiences and ways
to support her goals will be dis-
cussed. Attendees should read
the book before the date. For
details, contact Phyllis
Wahlquist at (360) 830-4227 or
pjw46@wavecable.com. or call
Bremerton UMC at (360) 373-
3510.

Fall Sunday School classes are
coming soon. Watch the
newsletter and bulletin

for details ...
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An interim minister is appointed by the
Bishop to assist congregations to function and
be alive in ministry and mission. An interim
pastor is more responsible for process than for
outcome. In practice, an interim ministry is
often shorter in duration than other
appointments. My shortest interim ministry (in
2004) lasted four months. My longest to date
lasted nearly three years.

Please don’t confuse “shorter” with
“temporary.” | am appointed to Redeemer with
the full authority and integrity of any pastor,
and there’s nothing temporary about the
appointment, just as there’s nothing permanent
about any appointment.

Okay, then: When will this interim ministry
end? Not after a predetermined time period,
but rather, when we can give a positive answer
to these questions: Is the sense of crisis (*)
reduced? Is lay leadership empowered and
renewed? Is the congregation rediscovering its
self-identity within the denominational
connection? Is the long -term future plan in
place and has implementation begun? Is the
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We can and we shall, in God’s grace,
make this interim ministry another benchmark
in the history of Redeemer’s glorious
achievements.

As always, thank you for the privilege of
being of service. -- Pastor Darrell
(* I't’s natural for a
experience a crisis of confidence when the
founding pastor moves on.)

Reaching our Pastor
Weekly schedule

— At Redeemer office or in the N. Kitsap
community: Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
— At parsonage office: Mondays
— Best bet for prompt reply in this order:
* (253) 380-9680 (cell phone, always with me)
* dreeck@msn.com (checked once a day
minimum, more frequently most days)
* (360) 297-4847 (Redeemer office,
messages picked up several times/week)
Weekly schedule may vary depending on
scheduling, and hours fluctuate. Check the
bulletin for office hours each week.
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